ULST Timisoara
Multidisciplinary Conference on

Sustainable Development
21-22 May 2026

MULTIDISCIPLINARY

20 CONFERENCE ON

iZB SUSTAINABLE
> DEVELOPMENT

CURRENT CHALLENGES OF COHESION POLICY IN THE EUROPEAN UNION

FEHER ANDREA!2, TOADER COSMINA SIMONA?, SIRBULESCU CLAUDIA?,
SUSTER GABRIEL'%*, RAICOV MIROSLAV?, PEEV-OTIMAN PAULA-DIANA?, BODNAR KAROLY?

IUniversity of Life Sciences "King Mihai I” from Timisoara, Faculty of Management and Rural Tourism, Romania
‘Romanian Academy-Timisoara Branch, Research Centre for Sustainable Rural Development of Romania

SHungarian University of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Institute of Environmental Sciences, Hungary
*Corresponding author’s e-mail: gabriel.suster@usvt.ro

Abstract: This paper analyses the main challenges affecting European Union cohesion
policy in the 2021-2027 programming period. The study highlights the impact of regional
disparities, administrative constraints, regulatory complexity, and green and digital
transitions on policy effectiveness. The analysis underlines the importance of governance
qguality, institutional capacity and strategic coordination for improving territorial cohesion
and sustainable regional development.
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